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WEATHER

The heaviest rains of the year and

possibly in many years occurred last week.

The weekly rainfall over the State

averaged between two To four incheW. The

heaviest amount occurred over the south-

east corner of the State from Red Cloud

to Falls City and up to Omaha where rain-

fall amounts were above five inches with

the greatest amount of 8.84 inches at

Tecumseh.

High temperatures remained below

normal with most minimum temperatures

being above normal or in the 50s except
in the 40s over the Panhandle.

CROPS

Cool weather slowed maturing of fall

crops and the germination and growth of

wheat. Rains delayed seeding of wheat.

Warm dry weather is needed to dry flelds,

mature crops, and permit harvesting.

Corn is about 80% mature according to

County Agents, the same as a year earlier

but below the 85% average. Damage from

stalk and root rot is reported. Silage

cutting is behind normal because of wet

fields.

Sorghum is about 60% mature, the same
as a year earlier but below the average

of 75%. Some sorghum is sprouting in the

head because of the wet weather.

Some reseeding is necessary because of

washouts caused by excessive rains.

Condition of the growing crop of

alfalfa is rated excellent for 29% of

_s, good 63%, and fair 8%. Wild
is 17% excellent, 76% good, and 7%__ir_r.ayh

Wet weather has not permitted haying

activity.

Sugar beet harvesting is expected

to start late this week. Dz_ beans

suffered additional damage from rain and

hail. About 25% of the crop has been

harvested.

Soil moisture supplies are now mostly

surplus. Topsoil supplies Friday were

surplus in 85% of reporting counties and

adequate in 15%. Subsoil supplies were

surplus for 57% of counties, adequate 41%,

and short 2%.

A few tornadoes hit Gage County dur-

ing the week and hail damage was reported
for Madison and Scoffs Bluff Counties.

Main farm activities have been

cboring, preparing machinery and storage

for fall harvest, and when weather per-

mitted, haying, putting up silage and

seeding wheat. About 1.5 days were suit-

able for fieldwork in the week ending

Friday.

Leaves are shedding on 85% of the

_crop compared with 80% a year ago
average. About 50% of the crop

is mature, the same as a year ago but

below the average of 70%.

Winter wheat seeding has been delayed

by rains and is only 70% completed com-

pared with 85% a year ago and 90% average.

RANGE E LIVESTOCK

Range and pasture conditions improved

and are mostly average with 38% of counties

rated above avemage, 60% average and 2%

below average. Feedlots are muddy.

Precipitation, April i - September 28, 1973

NW NC NE CEN EC SW SC SE

Total past week ......... 1.60 2.60 2.60 3.20 3.00 3.10 q.10 6.50

Total since April 1..... 12._0 18.20 18.80 20.20 23.40 17.40 21.50 28.70

Normal since April i .... 12.60 15.32 18.26 16.75 19.73 i_.41 16.92 21.64
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